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Preface
This compilation of essays is shaped by our long-held view that there is not a single 
way to think about interior design. Rather, the body of knowledge that has accu-
mulated over the relatively brief history of the discipline reflects the multiple phi-
losophies, theories, and perspectives that shape this knowledge. The intent is to 
explore this multiplicity through diverse voices, challenging readers to consider how 
this diversity shapes interior design. 
In putting together this work, we invited worldwide participation to ensure a 
broad spectrum of contributors. Each author’s experiences, academic training, cul-
tural background, and understanding of both the discipline and the profession of 
interior design shape each essay. Similarly, these are what shape a collective percep-
tion of how the discipline is understood, how it is taught, and how it is practiced. 
Some essays in this collection present issues that are well known. These issues 
are revisited with new information or through new voices. Others present new ways 
of thinking and framing ideas about interior design. Each chapter offers any reader, 
student, instructor, or practicing designer an in-depth discussion of a topic with 
theoretical base, exploration, and explanation.  Each chapter demonstrates the way 
the author thinks about interior design. As a group the essays, although limited by 
the scope of a single volume, portray the complexity and reality found in the field. 
With this in mind, we invite you to pay careful attention to how these scholars 
approach research questions, argue positions, or seek to apply knowledge. We 
encourage you to use this volume as a means to explore and to challenge your own 
way of thinking about interior design.
